NOAH WEBSTER.

hundred." He would count up one side of a
street and down the other, and place the re-
sults in his note-book. I think he published
in some paper the record of this individual
census as applied to a number of houses
and villages. There must have been in his
constitution an inordinate love of detail,
intensified, perhaps, by much contemplation
of those battalions of words which make
his spelling-book pages look like spiritual
armies marching against ignorance.

We have already observed Webster's in-
terest in political discussion, and have tried
to disclose something of his temper when
viewing questions of public policy. " The
Prompter " was written with reference to the
conduct of life in individuals, but, as in the
paper copied above, there is constant i?e-
gard to the American character, and to the
manner in which, one should conduct him-
self in the new conditions of American life.
The general subject of Americanism was
one upon which he was constantly writing.
We shall see later the length to which he
carried his views in relation to the Ameri-
can language; here we may note some of
the directions which his thought took when